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By weaving the power of our arts through every 
synapse of Notre Dame, we hasten our mission, 
grace our lives, honor our past and make ever 
more golden our future. -2002 University Strategic Plan, Public Presentation of the Arts

SPOTLIGHTS // SPRING Twenty-Thirteen

I <3 Shakespeare >> Shakespeare at Notre Dame celebrated 
Valentine’s Day with the 4th annual SonnetFest—a community-
wide public reading of Shakespeare’s 154 sonnets as interpreted 
by members of the Notre Dame and Michiana communities. The 
event was streamed live online for the first time this year.

4.7.13 >> The University of Notre Dame Department of Art, 
Art History & Design MFA/BFA/BA Opening Reception was 
held in the Snite Museum of Art. In addition to showcasing 
amazing student works, awards were given for outstanding 
achievement.

2.5.13 >> The Winston Churchill Foundation of the United 
States has selected MurphyKate Montee as a Churchill 
Scholar for the academic year 2013-2014. Montee, a senior 
mathematics and music (voice) double major in the Glynn 
Family Honors Program, is one of just 14 students in the 
United States to receive this honor.
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Pasquerilla East Musical Co. 
Enters 15th Anniversary Season
(This is the second of a two-part feature on PEMCO, Notre Dame’s 
student-run musical theatre company and its recent production history.)

Ryan Belock ‘12 | April 16, 2013

The year is 1997. 

Assistant Accent Editor of The Observer Joseph 
Weiler writes:

 Pasquerilla East breaks out the steel drums and 
 golden chariots this weekend for the triumphant 
 return of musical theater to Notre Dame. It has 
 been ten years since Washington Hall has been 
 exposed to this much singing and dancing as 
 Andrew Lloyd Weber and Tim Rice’s Joseph and  
 the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat brings
 Broadway back with a vengeance.

PEMCO produced Joseph the weekend of 
October 16-18, 1997, with 32 students from 
Notre Dame and St. Mary’s and included a 
62-member children’s choir consisting of 
children ages 3-13 from the South Bend com-
munity. The last time Washington Hall hosted 
a musical before the arrival of PEMCO was a 
student-written production in 1991. Even then, 
the university experienced a drought in musical 
theater dating back to 1987 due to lack of 
sponsorship and programming from both the 
Department of Music and the Department of 
Film, Television, and Theatre (known then as 
Communications and Theatre). 
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In recent history, the Department of Film, Television, and 
Theatre christened the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center 
(DPAC) with musical theatre through its production of The 
Threepenny Opera in April 2007 under the baton of Larry 
Dwyer, Director of Jazz Studies and Associate Director of 
Notre Dame Bands. The Department of Music and Opera 
Notre Dame produced Sweeney Todd  in April of 2012 in 
this same venue, the Decio Mainstage Theatre. Kiss Me, Kate, 
a 2008 PEMCO production saw new life in DPAC during 
Shakespeare at Notre Dame’s in-concert version presented 
as part of the 2010 Notre Dame Shakespeare Festival 
Season in the Leighton Concert Hall under the baton of 
Daniel Stowe, Director of the Notre Dame Glee Club and 
Notre Dame Symphony Orchestra.

WRITING HISTORY

PEMCO’s famous faces have seen success off-Broadway 
and beyond. Meet Ryan Cunningham ’02. After his time at 
Notre Dame and involvement with PEMCO, he went on to 
NYU to receive a master’s in musical theatre writing and 
received a Drama Desk Award nomination after writing I Love 
You Because in 2006. The show stemmed from a thesis that 
played around with Jane Austin’s Pride and Prejudice.

The number of personal PEMCO profiles and accounts 
through the years is simply overwhelming. Countless 
members of the Notre Dame, Saint Mary’s and Holy Cross 
communities, members of the Glee Club, Band of the Fighting 
Irish, Halftime, ND Dance Company, every dorm on campus, 
just about every major field of study, have come from all over 
the country and passionately shared their talents and vision, 
while learning how to develop new skills.
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Ryan Cunningham is a Jonathan Larson Award 
winner and a Drama Desk and Mac Award-nom-
inated lyricist, bookwriter and playwright. The 
cast recording of his new musical with Joshua 
Salzman, Next Thing You Know, is now available 
on Amazon and iTunes. His Off-Broadway musical 
also written with Joshua Salzman, I Love You 
Because, has played both nationally and interna-
tionally in five different languages. His playwriting 
credits include Half-Married and Television’s 
Greatest Playwright, both with award-winning 
writer Charles Antin. He lives in London with his 
wife. SalzmanAndCunningham.com
Photo: Eric Butterman, ND Magazine 2009



ARTS LEADERSHIP

Producer Nathan Williams also emphasized that PEMCO gives 
its members a chance to develop as leaders. With students 
serving as actors, directors, designers, musicians, technicians, 
and producers, balancing schoolwork, other activities and all 
the stresses that can come from those is a major physical and 
emotional commitment. Williams asserts, “If we want the show 
to be successful (and we all do), we need to step up to do our 
part as leaders. PEMCO forces you to learn and develop as an 
arts leader here on campus.” 

Joel Ostdiek agrees that PEMCO is an integral part of Notre 
Dame.  “The arts - and specifically musical theatre - are great 
opportunities to experience something new.  And Notre Dame 
students are aware of the arts’ importance.  Just spending my 
first semester here, it’s been cool to see my classmates’ inter-
est in performances.” 

IT’S ABOUT THE PASSION

Williams concludes that in the end, PEMCO is a place for 
passionate people. No one is making them do this. No one 
will do it but them. They do musical theater because they 
want to. PEMCO’s role is to maximize the number of 
opportunities for quality musical theater on campus. 

He says, “As long as there is this need, we will be here to make it 
happen.”

Sam Schubert, an FTT theatre major describes PEMCO 
members as “loyal, crazy and wonderful.” She embraced her 
role in the design and technical side of How To Succeed. She 
is also one of the newly appointed co-producers with Shannon 
Kirk for the 2013-2014 15th Anniversary Season. “Even if 
I am backstage for a show I can’t help but learn the music 
and it’s a great feeling to know I was a part of something 
so spectacular,” says Schubert.
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Ryan Belock (‘11-’12Co.) earned 
his Bachelor of Arts in Music 
Performance, Theatre, and 
Graphic Design at Notre Dame’s 
College of Arts and Letters. He 
is currently a MFA candidate at 
the University of Texas at Austin 
studying Integrated Media for 
Live Performance.

SPECIAL SEASON

With the closing of the Spring 2013 Revue this past weekend, 
(intentionally?) titled The PEMCO Revue 2013, Schubert and 
Kirk are now ready to begin selecting directors and shows for 
a very special landmark season in the company’s teenage 
history. PEMCO will partner with the Department of Film, 
Television, & Theatre and the Department of Music to produce 
Cabaret, winner of the 1967 Tony Award for Best Musical in 
the Decio Mainstage Theatre, November 13-17, 2013. 

This marks PEMCO’s first co-production in the DeBartolo 
Performing Arts Center.

Schubert says she is happy to continue to make the arts 
a huge part of life at Notre Dame and cherishes its unifying 
effect. She also understands the importance of discovery 
through spirit, mind, and imagination. “I love the idea of being 
able to create something new and beautiful; something that 
will touch people’s hearts and minds.”

As they sang in 1997, “any dream will do” for an already 
monumental 15th Anniversary Season. 

New faces will continue to expand what started with “a crash of 
drums, a flash of light.” 

Don’t miss where they set the bar next. 

“Wilkommen” to the new normal for the Pasquerilla East Musical 
Company.
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The Decio Mainstage Theatre in Notre Dame’s DeBartolo Performing Arts Center (DPAC) serves student and professional artists in addition 
to the Browning Cinema, Reyes Organ and Choral Hall, Philbin Studio Theatre, Penote Performer’s Hall, Leighton Concert Hall, Irish Green, 
and high-profile lobby where they all converge.


