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By weaving the power of our arts through every 
synapse of Notre Dame, we hasten our mission, 
grace our lives, honor our past and make ever 
more golden our future. -2002 University Strategic Plan, Public Presentation of the Arts

SPOTLIGHTS // FALL Twenty-Twelve

TRIPLE CROWN >> Fall 2012, marked the first time in history 
the University of Notre Dame hosted the #1 ranked football 
team, the #1 Graduation Success Rate among its student-
athletes, and the #1 marching band in the country. The Band 
of the Fighting Irish received the Sudler Trophy last season, 
which is a two-year award. The Sudler Trophy Award for 
collegiate marching bands the equivalent of the Heisman trophy 
for football players.

10.3.12 >> With a $400,000 grant from the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation, the University of Notre Dame 
announces the launch of the Sacred Music Drama Project, a 
four-year, cross-disciplinary initiative designed to engage 
people more deeply with the power of shared creativity, 
performance, and scholarship

10.18.12 >> Collaboration among University of Notre 
Dame faculty and students, Sedlack Design Associates, 
and Notre Dame’s Center for Social Concerns has resulted 
in a $50,000 Sappi Ideas that Matter grant to together+, 
a campaign to combat xenophobia in South Africa.
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Freshman JOEL OSTDIEK 
shines for PEMCO

 on and off stage 
as a student 

actor-musician. 
(Photo courtesy Joel Ostdiek)

Pasquerilla East Musical Co. 
sets bar higher...again
(This is the first of a two-part feature on Notre Dame’s  student-run 
musical theatre company and its recent production history.)

Ryan Belock ’12 | March 11, 2013

The Pasquerilla East Musical Company (PEMCO) 
family adds their names to hundreds of student 
artists at Notre Dame tirelessly raising the bar. 
They don’t get class credit or extra credit. Or 
enough credit. Just a lifetime membership in the 
“Brotherhood of Man.” 

While witnessing a sold-out closing performance 
of How to Succeed in Business Without Really 
Trying, two thoughts crossed my mind. 
1) Anyone from the Mendoza College of Busi-
ness taking notes? (Then again, why should 
they? They’re at the top-ranked business school.) 
And 2) Why doesn’t this kind of thing happen 
more often? The truth is, it’s been happening for
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the last fifteen years. Meet sophomore director of How to 
Succeed, Shannon Kirk. Like PEMCO’s founding president and 
director, then-sophomore Kelly McGann ’00 (now Bell), Kirk 
guided the company’s spring mainstage production with vision 
and vigor. The time flies and the names change, but the passion 
never dies.

Meet Joel Ostdiek, a freshman from Columbus, Nebraska. He 
played violin in the pit for next to normal last fall and just starred 
as Finch in How to Succeed. That’s F-I-N-C-H. Ostdiek adds 
his name to Notre Dame’s overwhelming list of multi-talented 
student artists who have blossomed under the Golden Dome. 
Jack Calcutt ’07 was another lucky freshman who starred in his 
PEMCO stage debut as Tony in West Side Story (2004). Many 
PEMCO alums have patterned themselves to see both sides 
of the stage, including Joseph Edmunds ’10 -- a Chinese major 
who starred as Leo Frank in Parade (2010) after maintaining 
his musicianship as a violinist for Ragtime (2007), Hal Melia ’12 
– a business major who raged the stage his freshman year as 
Roger Debris in The Producers (2009) while maintaining his role 
as a percussionist in the Notre Dame Band. PEMCO members 
past and present always point to their love of the process of 
making musical theatre. 

Ostdiek calls the show a great educational experience. He 
adds, “I’m growing as a performer and learning from the other 
members of the cast.”

As they close How to Succeed and begin auditions and 
rehearsals for the upcoming spring musical revue, PEMCO 
is ready to enter its 15th Anniversary Season in 2013-2014, 
with new producers who will succeed seniors Nathan Williams 
and Brigid Halloran, who led the company in a breakthrough 
season. In 2007, PEMCO held its first-ever workshop sur-
rounding the production of Ragtime to discuss issues of 
race and diversity. 2010 saw similar programming surrounding 
Parade with the addition of inviting composer Jason Robert 
Brown for a post-show talk-back and special Valentine’s Day 
concert. 
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Next to Normal headlined PEMCo’s Fall 2012 
lineup. Pictured (left to right): Brigid Halloran, 
Chris Siemann, Brian Scully. Photo courtesy of 
Nathan Williams.

PEMCO: THE NEW NORMAL (cont.)



ARTS at NOTRE DAME NOWEXPRESSIONSspring 2013

This season, Williams and Halloran programmed the 2010 
Pulitzer Prize winner for Drama, Next to Normal this past fall 
and invited conversation abnormal psychology, specifically 
bi-polar disorder. The team introduced new marketing strate-
gies to appeal to the student body, including group rates for 
dorms to bring their sections and inviting Riley Weekend 
Scholars (prospective Notre Dame students) to enjoy the 
closing performance of How to Succeed (another, older Pulitzer 
Prize winner for Drama – 1962) as part of their spring weekend 
visit. One of those Riley Weekend Scholars seated next to me 
didn’t need my justification for this place. Her first experience 
in the historical Washington Hall resonated long after the final 
curtain call: ND’s got talent.

Nathan Williams, a senior theology major and active member of 
the Notre Dame Glee Club believes PEMCO fulfills a need on 
campus. “Kids who go to Notre Dame are high-achievers 
in a broad range of fields. Before college, they probably played 
varsity soccer and lacrosse, made All-State band on saxophone, 
ran a tutoring program from their garage, or all three.” As 
a producer, he helps lead a high-achieving group with various 
interests. Williams notes that not everybody who did musical 
theater in high school may want to major in theater or music, 
saying their academic interest may lie in engineering or psychol-
ogy. “But they still have a passion to perform on stage,” he says. 
“PEMCO really offers a context for these artists to create and 
to lead, no matter what you are studying.”

Ostdiek agrees that PEMCO is an integral part of Notre Dame.  
“The arts - and specifically musical theatre - are great opportu-
nities to experience something new.  And Notre Dame 
students are aware of the arts’ importance,” he says. 

That importance for PEMCO has grown significantly over 
a decade, from filling a musical theatre void at Notre Dame, 
to filling everyone’s event lists on their Facebook profiles. 
A one-weekend production has grown into a full-fledged 
producing season, including a fall kickoff cabaret, spring revue, 
and two mainstage musicals. 

Again, no class credit. Just a few more titles and roles to fill 
including everyone’s favorite: ND student. 

PEMCO: THE NEW NORMAL (cont.)

PASQUERILLA EAST MUSICAL COMPANY 
at the UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
15th Anniversary Season | 2013-2014

Production History

Fall Kickoff Cabaret 
(2011, 2012)

Fall Mainstage

NEXT TO NORMAL (2012)
25th ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY 

SPELLING BEE (2011)
THE DROWSY CHAPERONE (2010)

COMPANY (2009)
EDGES (2008)

Spring Mainstage

HOW TO SUCCEED IN BUSINESS 
WITHOUT REALLY TRYING (2013)

PIPPEN (2012)
CHICAGO (2011)

PARADE (2010)
THE PRODUCERS (2009)

KISS ME, KATE (2008)
RAGTIME (2007)

FOOTLOOSE! (2006)
GRAND HOTEL (2005)

WEST SIDE STORY (2004)
INTO THE WOODS (2003)

DAMN YANKEES (2002)
GUYS AND DOLLS (2001)

GREASE (2000)
GODSPELL (1999)

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT (October 1997)

Spring Musical Revue

CONFESSIONS (2012)
BRING ME A DREAM (2011)

STAND BY ME (2010)
SEASONS OF LOVE (2009)

WHY WE TELL THE STORY (2008)
BEYOND THE CURTAIN (2007)

A NOT-SO BLACK-TIE AFFAIR (2006)
A NIGHT ON BROADWAY (2002-2005)

Ryan Belock earned his Bachelor of Arts in Music Performance, 
Theatre, and Graphic Design at Notre Dame’s College of Arts and 
Letters. He is currently a MFA candidate at the University of Texas 
at Austin studying Integrated Media for Live Performance.


